
There are five sub-species of Red-tailed B
lack-Cockatoo.  The South-eastern Red-tailed B

lack-Cockatoo
( Calyptorhynchus banksii graptogyne) is only found in south-east South Australia and south-w

est Victoria.
W

ith an estim
ated population of only 800 - 1000 birds, it is in danger of extinction.  Red-tailed B

lack-Cockatoos
nest from

 Spring through to Autum
n, m

ostly in dead Red G
um

s in farm
ed paddocks.  The single egg is incubat-

ed by the fem
ale.  The m

ale spends his day feeding and returns in the evening to feed his m
ate.  N

estlings are
fed only by the fem

ale, w
ho leaves the nest for longer periods as the chick develops.  Red-tailed B

lack-
Cockatoos are 55-60 cm

 in length and m
ay live in the w

ild for m
ore than 30 years.

FO
O

D
Red-tailed B

lack-Cockatoos feed alm
ost entirely on the seeds of B

row
n Stringybark, D

esert Stringybark and
B

uloke trees.  Past clearing of these trees is a m
ajor contributing factor to their population decline.  You can

often see w
here they have been eating by the trash of leaves, tw

igs and cracked nuts left on the forest floor -
these are called ‘chew

ings’.  Like m
ost cockatoos, the Red-tail drinks daily.

N
ESTS

Red-tailed B
lack-Cockatoos nest in large hollow

s form
ed in old eucalypts, particularly dead Red G

um
s but also

in other large live and dead eucalypts. M
any of these dead trees w

ere ringbarked in the early 1900’s.  These
trees and other trees w

ith hollow
s are often rem

oved for firew
ood or to tidy a paddock for farm

ing.  It is essen-
tial for Red-tails to have access to suitable nest trees and farm

ers are helping by protecting trees w
ith hollow

s.

W
H

AT CAN
 BE D

O
N

E?
1.

Protect dead and live trees w
ith hollow

s.
2.

Avoid burning areas of stringybark as this reduces their food supply.
3.

Fence off existing stands of Stringybark and B
uloke to allow

 regeneration.
4.

Take part in the annual survey, ring 1800 262 062 for details.
5.

Ring 1800 262 062 w
ith any sighting of Red-tailed B

lack-Cockatoos.
6.

Protect stands of younger Red gum
s for roosting.

7.
Plant new

 stands of Stringybark and B
uloke.

TH
IN

G
S TO

 LO
O

K O
UT FO

R
1.

M
ake sure it is a Red-tailed B

lack-Cockatoo and not the m
ore com

m
on Yellow

-tailed B
lack-Cockatoo.

Apart  from
 a yellow

 tail and cheek, the Yellow
-tail has a very different call to the Red-tail.  The Yellow

-
tail often feeds in pine plantations.  The Red-tail does not eat pine seeds.

2.
O

nce you becom
e fam

iliar w
ith the Red-tail call, see if you can tell the difference betw

een adults and
young birds.  The young birds or ‘squeakers’ m

ake a begging, squeaky call.  Look for birds in a fam
ily

group of three - quite often one is  young and w
ill ‘squeak’ constantly.

3.
Identify m

ales from
 fem

ales.  This can be hard w
hen birds are in flight.  Look at their bill - the m

ales
have a dark grey bill w

hile the fem
ales have an off-w

hite bill.  W
hen landing, the birds spread their tail

feathers and it’s quite easy to pick the all red m
ale from

 the fem
ale tail, w

hich goes from
 orange through

to red at the tip.  Fem
ales also have flecks through their plum

age.  Young birds all have fem
ale plum

age.
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E
N

D
A

N
G

E
R

E
D

W
H

ERE CAN
 I SEE A RED

-TAILED
 BLACK-CO

CKATO
O

?
The m

ap show
s the range of the south-east sub-species of the Red-tailed B

lack-Cockatoo, but this is a very
large area in w

hich to search.  W
e suggest the best chance of seeing one of these beautiful but rare birds, is to

search in B
row

n and D
esert Stringybark forests in the early evening till dusk, w

hen the birds noisily fly to
w

atering sites and then to roost.H
APPY RED

-TAIL BLACK-CO
CKATO

O
 SPO

TTIN
G

!!
Rem

em
ber to record your sightings and post to:

B
IRD

S AU
STRALIA  P.O

. B
O

X 243, CASTE
RTO

N
, VIC 3311

O
R RIN

G
 1800 262 062
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